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ORDER 

Adopted: August 4,2003 Released: August 5 ,2003 

l3y the Telecoiiimunicatioiis Acccss Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau: 

I The '1 clccoiiiinuriications Access Policy Division has under consideration a 
Request for Waiver liled by Saint Katherine Drexel School, Chester, Pennsylvania (Saint 
Katherine). seeking a waiver of the Commission's rules governing the schools and libraries 
iini\~crsal sci.vice support iiicclianism Specifically, Saint Katherine requests a waiver of the 
Jiling deadline lot Funding Year 2002 * For (he reasons set forth below, we deny the Waiver 
Request 

7 - 
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In its decisiun. SLL) determincd that Saint Katherine's application had been filed 
aflel- tlic closc of the .January 17, 2002 FCC Form 471 filing win do^.^ The record shows that 
S;iint Katherine's FC'C Forin 171 Application was postmarked on February 8, 2002.4 Saint 
I<atlicrine i.ccl~i~xts a ~ l a i v e r  oftlie Cominission's rules because of its misunderstanding of 
p i ~ ~ g i  am rules ' 

' L.ette, froln Rev Kevi i i  P M u r r a y ,  Saint Katherine Drexel School, to Federal Cornrnunicatlons Cornrnisslon, filed 
luly 3.2002 (Waiver Request) Section 54 719(c) of the  Coininlssion's rules provides that any person aggrieved by 
an dctinn taken by a divismn oftlie [Jniversal Service Adiniiiistrarive Company (Administrator) may seek review 
froin the Coiiiiiiission 47 C F R $54 719(c) 

' .5ee Waive! Rrquehi 

5~1.111 karlieii i ie School, dated Apr i l  9, 2002 

' FCC' Foi in 471. Saint Kdtherine Drexel School, filed February 8,2002 

I'o\lcaid from Schools and L ib la  iss D ~ v i s ~ o n ,  Universal Service Adinlnlstratlve Company, to Ellzabeth McVeigh, 

!"II\I~I Request 
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-1 We find that a waiver is not appropriate. A waiver from the Commission is 
.lppropi-i31e if special c i rc~i i i~ ta i ice~  warrant a deviation from the general rule and such deviation 
woiild better scrve thc public interest than sti-ict adherence to the general rule.6 Applicant's 
s ~ \ \ c r t ~ o n  Illat i t  had a m~s~inderstaiidiiig of program rules is not a special circumstance 
'~barrantiiig a uaivei- of the filing window.' Further, we have consistently held in the past that it 
IS h e  applicant w110 has respoiis~bility ultiiiiately for the timely submission of the application.' 
Therefore, we deny the Waiver Request. 

4 ACCORDWNLY, l'r IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under 
sections 0 91. 0 291, I 3 ,  and 54 722(a) of the Coniinission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $5 0.91,0.291, 1 3, 
; ~ n d  54 722(a), that the Waivcr Rcquest filed by the Saint Katherine Drexel School on July 3, 
2002 15 DENIED 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mark M k k f  G. Se ert 
Deputy Chief, acommunica t ions  Access Policy Division 
Wireliiie Competition Bureau 

'~ 'd,,,rheu.il C~oliiila,- Tt.li.pho,,e Co li F-C<:> 897 F 2d I 164, I I66 (D C Cir 1990) (Nurrhensr CeNular), see nlso 
id A l l -  Radio L' FC-C. 4 I 8  F 2d I 15.7, I I59 (D C Cir 1969) (stating that the Conim~ssion may take Into account 

* l < ' n ~ d ~ l .  409 U b 1027 (1972) 
c ~ j ~ ~ ~ , d ~ , ~ m o ~ ~ ~  of lla!&hlp. cqulty, 111 iiiore effective impleinentation of overall policy on an  individual basis), ceri. 

See, e>? . Reque~ l {or  Maiver 61 Huii iock C'uuny  I'ubirc Lihraty, Federal-Bare Jornl Board on Universal Service, 
C'iir117ges 10 /he Boar d u/ Direcrori of /he Narronal Exchnnge Cnrrrer Associar!on, Inc , File No SLD-2 18275, CC 
I h c k e t  No\ 96.45 and 97-21,OldeI. 17 FCC Rcd 19521 (WlrelineComp Bur 2002). 

' .See N(,yireJls /o? 14aiver by Cenlei- Ciry Schools, Federoi-Srare .loinr Board on Universol Servrce, Changes lo rhe 
f i i w d  u / D i r e c i m  ujrhe nalronui Iliihange Carrier Asmcrairon, I n c ,  Flle No SLD-325719, CC Docket Nos 96- 
4 5  aiid 97-21, Chdei. 17 I'CC Rcd 22424 (Wlrr lme Comp Bur 2003) 


